
JFSC INDIGENOUS WALL MURAL 
This collaborative wall mural was created by Indigenous students at John Forrest Secondary College in 2017. In a dynamic and 

cohesive manner, the students collaboratively decided the theme for the mural; created a conceptual design; enlarged and transferred 

the drawing to the wall; decided the colour palette and applied multiple layers of hard-wearing Perma-plastic paint to create this 

historically rich and aesthetically stunning artwork before you. 

The mural has multiple components, layers of meaning and important cultural, religious and textual aspects which are outlined below: 

On the outer most edge of the mural is a border of hands in traditional Aboriginal colours. The hands were created using actual 

tracings of students’ hands, as-well-as key members of John Forrest SC staff hands. Featured inside each hand is the name of the 

student or staff member whose hand is pictured. In each corner of the hands border is the John Forrest SC logo in customary colours. 

The border of hands is followed by an inner border of phrases and words in Whadjuk Noongar language with English translations 

and phonetic pronunciations. At the base of the mural, inside the border of phrases and words, contextual information about the 

students and school is provided in both Whadjuk Noongar language and English. 

Central to the main design is a traditional Aboriginal ‘bird’s eye’ geographical view of the college and adjoining Nora Hughes Park 

(acquired from Google Earth). The Rainbow Serpent, or Waugal, defines the geographical shape of the school property and the Park.  

The Waugal is the great life giver and protector of water, which is why it encircles the school and Nora Hughes Lake.  In this mural, 

the Rainbow Serpent also represents the organisation of the school community and of keeping the peace.  Its head is positioned at 

entrance to the school and its body is decorated with traditional pattern, in contemporary colours. 

Inside the Rainbow Serpent, the school building with all its classrooms and offices is represented by a large symbol for meeting place; 

similar smaller meeting place symbols represent the oval and basketball courts.  These are all the places where students, teachers 

and sometimes guests and parents, meet for lessons, sporting activities, games or just to socialise.  Inside the Rainbow Serpent (to 

the lower left) is Nora Hughes Park.  The symbol for water shows the location of the lake and wetlands.  Trees are shown as small 

green clusters and the entire ground is decorated with traditional Aboriginal pattern. 

On the upper right, is a ‘bird’s-eye view’ map of Australia. This is designed to show that the college is part of a much bigger place.  

The Aboriginal flag is superimposed over the map of Australia to show that the Aboriginal people are the traditional/original owners 

of this land and place.  The flag features the 2017 NAIDOC theme of ‘Our Languages Matter’ which indicates the year this mural was 

produced. On the upper right of the map of Australia is the Torres Strait Islander flag inside a heart. This shows that although 

separated geographically, there is a strong emotional and cultural connection between Indigenous Aborigines living in both areas.  

At the bottom of Australia, is another heart featuring the Australian flag. This references reconciliation, healing and positive emotional 

connections between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people in all three geographical locations. 

The Dreamtime* is crucial to Aboriginal identity. To reflect Aboriginal spirituality and kinship with the environment, as-well-as the 

creation of the earth and universe by the ancestral spirits, the mural features (on the upper left) the earth with landforms and oceans 

shown in orange and blue.  Superimposed on the earth are silhouettes of a person, kangaroo, turtle, rock, emu, tree and ant - all of 

equal size, pattern and colour, to reflect respect and equity amongst all things.  Around the earth are symbols for the moon, sun and 

stars created by the ancestral spirits.  Below the earth are Mimi – these ancient spirits brought knowledge of painting and cooking to 

the Aboriginal people, so it’s fitting that they should be featured in this ‘painted’ mural.  They also represent the past and highlight the 

notion that this mural and the students who created it, are part of something that has existed for thousands of years. 

In the lower section of the mural (above the contextual story) is a long, interconnected chain made of symbols for travel/journey with 

resting places.  This represents travel to the place where the school now sits by Indigenous Australians for thousands of years (long 

before the school existed) right up till the present day.  Some travel is shown as long journeys (as would have been the case thousands 

of years ago) and some as short distances (as is the case now, with more and more Aboriginal families settling in suburbs in and 

around the college).   

Also, in the lower part of the mural are three images of birds that represent just some of the many species (such as ibis, magpie and 

red-tailed black cockatoo) that live on the school grounds.  

On the lower right, silhouettes of three students in traditional Aboriginal colours and patterns are shown.  This reflects the idea that 

Aboriginal students at John Forrest SC are just like all other students (they play cricket, read books, study, use their mobile phones), 

but unlike non-Aboriginal students, they bring a 65,000-year-old, rich culture to the table.  

The earthy, rock-like pattern weaving through the lower half of the mural is designed to represent 

the rhythm and sounds of Aboriginal music and dance.  

And finally, the NAIDOC symbol, which was the catalyst for this mural, is featured at the top right. 

 

 

*The Dreamtime is the time when nothing existed.  The ancestor spirits came to earth in human form and 

created the people, animals, plants, rocks and landforms.  They also created the relationships between Aboriginals and their environment, which 

included laws that must be followed to survive.  In this world, all objects are living (even rocks) and share the same soul and spirit as Aboriginals.  

Therefore, Aboriginals are obliged to treat animals, plants and landforms with respect – this is the law. Once the ancestor spirits had created the 

world, they changed into trees, stars, rocks, watering holes and other objects (these are the sacred places of Aboriginal culture and have special 

properties).  Because the ancestors did not disappear at the end of the Dreaming, but remained in these sacred sites, the Dreaming is never-

ending, linking the past and present, the people and the land).  


